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METHODS 

We conducted a double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled trial of intravenous remdesivir in adults hospitalized with 
Covid-19 with evidence of lower respiratory tract involvement. Patients were randomly assigned to receive either remdesivir
(200 mg loading dose on day 1, followed by 100 mg daily for up to 9 additional days) or placebo for up to 10 days. The 
primary outcome was the time to recovery, defined by either discharge from the hospital or hospitalization for infection-
control purposes only. 

538 assigned to remdesivir and 521 to placebo 

CONCLUSIONS Remdesivir was superior to placebo in shortening 
the time to recovery in adults hospitalized with Covid-19 and 

evidence of lower respiratory tract infection. 
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RRR*
1.32; 

95% CI 
1.12 

to1.55

RRR, recovery rate ratio

*RRR and hazard ratios were calculated 

from the stratified Cox model; P values 

for these ratios were calculated with the 

stratified log-rank test. 
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We randomly assigned patients to receive oral or intravenous dexamethasone (at a dose of 6 mg once daily) for up to 10 
days or to receive usual care alone. The primary outcome was 28-day mortality. 



T. P. Sheahan et al., Sci. Transl. Med. 10.1126/scitranslmed.abb5883 (2020) 

The drug has broad spectrum antiviral activity against SARS-CoV-2, MERS-CoV, SARS-CoV, 
and related zoonotic group 2b or 2c Bat-CoVs. 





Quanto ci protegge 
il nostro vaccino?

La maggior parte dei casi di infezione da SARS-
CoV-2 nelle persone che hanno ricevuto il 
vaccino si è sviluppata nei primissimi giorni dello 
studio; se consideriamo il tempo necessario 
affinchè il vaccino metta in atto il suo effetto 
protettivo, si può vedere che già dopo 10 giorni 
dalla prima delle due iniezioni il gruppo dei 
vaccinati (rosso) si discosta definitivamente da 
Chi ha invece ricevuto il placebo (blu). L’incidenza 
di infezione rimane costante nel tempo nel 
gruppo placebo, mentre si abbassa ai minimi 
termini nei vaccinati.

Fernando P. Polack, et al.  

This article was published on December 10, 2020, at NEJM.org. 
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